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herself was a medium she was probably correct in
what she said. Mr. Cromwell Varley averred that
there were probably not more than a hundred known
mediums in the whole kingdom, and he added that
very few of those were well developed. We have here
conclusive testimony to the great work accomplished
in England by D. D. Home, for the bulk of the con-
verts were due to his mediumship. Another medium
who played an important part was Mrs. Marshall.
Many witnesses spoke of evidential sittings they had
attended at her house. Mr. William Howitt, the well-
known author, was of opinion that Spiritualism had
then received the assent of about twenty millions of
people in all countries after personal examination.

What may be called the evidence for the opposi-
tion was not at all formidable. Lord Lytton said that
in his experience the phenomena were traceable to
material influences of whose nature we were ignorant,
Dr. Carpenter brought out his pet hobby of " uncon-
scious cerebration." Dr. Kidd thought that the
majority were evidently subjective phenomena, and
three witnesses, while convinced of the genuineness of
the occurrences, ascribed them to Satanic agency.
These objections were well answered by Mr. Thomas
Shorter, author of " Confessions of a Truth Seeker,"
and secretary of the Working Men's College, in an
admirable review of the report in The Spiritual
Magazine*

It is worthy of note that on the publication of this
important and well-considered report it was ridiculed

* 1872, pp. 3-15.
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